
Dear Friends,

As I reflect on the past year, I’m filled with pride and gratitude.
Because of your support, the Center for Independence served 
over 965 children, adults, and family members—empowering 
them through therapy, employment programs, and vital family
support services.

We expanded our Parent Education Workshops, helping parents
feel more confident and less stressed while navigating the
challenges of caregiving. We also provided over $1.2 million in
charitable care, ensuring no one was turned away due to cost.

None of this would be possible without our dedicated staff,
volunteers, and generous supporters like you. Every milestone
reached—a first step taken, a first job secured, a newfound
confidence achieved—is a testament to the belief you have placed
in us and the abilities of those we serve. 

Together, we are creating real, lasting change and building a future
where independence is possible for all.

My heartfelt thanks, 
Patti Herbst
Executive Director

The mission of the Center for Independence is to help children and young adults with disabilities  achieve their highest 
level of independence in the home, school, community and workforce.  We provide therapy programs that develop life skills
and motor function in a manner that promotes self-reliance and an “I Can!” attitude. Committed to breaking down barriers 
to employment, the Center also provides job linkage and placement for young adults with varying disabilities through our
innovative program, Working Together Chicago.
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Your Impact, By the Numbers

For a copy of the Center’s Audited Financial Statements, 
please contact Patti Herbst at pherbst@cfice.org.

Thanks to your generosity, the Center for Independence remained financially strong
and mission-focused in 2024. Together, we raised over $2.29 million to support
therapy, employment, and family services, and provided $1.2 million in charitable 
care, so no family had to choose between care and cost. 

December 31, 2024 Financial Summary
Total Revenue: $2,297,007
Total Expenses: $2,111,396
Net Assets (End of Year): $2,177,410
Charitable Care Provided: $1,184,630

For every $1 spent, 87¢ directly supported programs serving children and adults
with disabilities and their families. The Center maintains strong financial health with
$2.18 million in net assets, allowing for stability and continued growth.

Revenue

Expenses

Special Events (net): 17%,  

Program Fees: 39%

Foundation Grants: 24%

Contributions: 14%

Investment Income: 6%

Other Income: <1%

Program Services: 87%

Management/General: 9%

Fundraising: 4%

May 2025



965 people served!
236 children and young adults in therapy
234 young adults with varying disabilities in job development 
495 parents and siblings in support programs

Your dollars at work

13,076 hours of charitable therapy care 
132 hours of free Social Work
18 Free Parent Training Workshops

(708) 588-0833
www.CFImove.org

61 people with disabilities working!
20 new paid jobs created
107 people attended employment workshops 
6,240 hours of Charitable Job Placement Services

Because of you, we have had an amazing year.



We cannot thank you enough for welcoming our daughter so
warmly and doing such incredible work with her. She is
walking thanks to you, and we are so grateful! 
-Countryside Mother of 3 year old 

My little brother has autism, and he has been employed
through Working Together Chicago for 5+ years now. His job
has changed the trajectory of his life. It gives his life
purpose, structure, and allows him to interact with people he
would certainly not meet without his job.
-Brother of WTC Participant

My son has not only increased his strength, his confidence
has grown! He cried during the evaluation, and we were so
worried about how he’d adjust. After just a few months, he’s
more confident and able to regulate himself in new spaces
and situations. I’m forever grateful for everything CFI has done
for my son and am looking forward to the future!
-Center Parent, 2 year old

The Center has been a bright light in our time of unknown.
From the amazing therapists that become like family to the
solidarity that comes with finding friendship in fellow disability
families within the center to the well thought out workshops
that help navigate our family’s well-being. This place is like
no other.
-Center parent, 6 year old

Follow us on social media @cntr_4_independence!

"I Can!" Corner
Client Testimonials

Join us at our golf outing and fundraiser! Scan to learn more
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Advanced educational outcomes! 
70% of preschoolers transitioned to 
regular education classrooms, far 
exceeding the national average for 
children with multiple disabilities

Prepared 100% of therapy participants
to graduate from high school, with 52%
of graduates enrolling in college courses

Delivered over $1.2 million in charitable
care, ensuring no family was turned
away due to financial hardship

Hosted 18 free Parent Education
Workshops, giving families tools to
support their children’s growth and
development

Reduced stress for 94% of parents
through affordable programs and
ongoing caregiver support

Strengthened families through free
social work services, case management,
and educational resources

Guided 234 adults with developmental
disabilities on their path to employment
and independence

(708) 588-0833
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All we can achieve, together!
We accomplished a lot in 2024....



Putting People to Work! Community Spotlights

Thank you Nives and Joe Rizza for
bringing holiday magic to our Center
families! The Santa breakfast was filled
with pancakes, gifts, and good cheer!

Special shoutout to Dr. Marni Tahvilian
for hosting Parent’s Day Out on
December 7th. Center families had a
much-needed 
day off!

Last May, our Working Together Chicago team
brought four job seekers with disabilities to a
local hiring event—and all four were offered
jobs on the spot. Three accepted positions
with Aramark and are now thriving in their
new roles. With the support of Aramark’s
inclusive team, they’ve gained not just
employment, but confidence, independence,
and a real sense of belonging. It’s moments
like these that remind us what true inclusion
can mean—for individuals, their families, and
our entire community.

Learn more and find out how to get involved
at workingtogetherchicago.org.

Thank you to the amazing dynamic duo,
Dr. Keen and Dr. Kirchoff, for hosting
the Center's CP 101 Workshops for
families! Be on the lookout for our next
series coming soon!

May 2025See more inspirational video client testimonials and
success stories on our website at CFIMove.org.



In loving memory of our friend, Avery Card

Board of Directors
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Clayton P. Kalweit, Board Chair
Goodwill Industries of SE Wisconsin
and Metro Chicago, Inc.
John M. Thomas, Vice-Chair
Ricoh USA, Inc., retired
Erick Valdez, Secretary
Brighton Park Wintrust Bank
Tracy Lewis, Treasurer
University of Chicago Hospital
Matthew J. Coleman
Coleman Lynch & Partners PLLC
Marni Tahvilian, O. D.
Wheaton Eye Clinic
Jose Maldonado
Mid-America Carpenters
Regional Council
Charles F. Herbst
Chamberlain and Herbst, CPA
Roberta O’Shea, DPT, Ph.D.
Governors State University
Shirley A. Sains
Northern Trust Company, retired

Our sincere thanks to the
Board for donating their time
and talents to the Center!

Recognition
The Center meets all 20 Better
Business Bureau of Chicago Charity
standards, is rated Platinum by
Guidestar Charity Navigator, and
received a 2024 “Top Non-Profit”
Award from Philanthropedia!

Donate or designate the Center in your Will!
Make a lifelong impact by donating through your will
or 401K. You are helping children and young adults
with physical disabilities receive therapy, regardless
of insurance or income limitations. 

Send a Child to Summer Therapy
The Center offers two intensive 4-week sessions of
intensive therapy during the summer. For $5000, you
can cover the costs for a child with a physical
disability to attend. Any donation makes a difference!

Hire a Person with a Disability
Does your employer want to become more diverse
and inclusive? Hire a young adult with a disability
through Working Together Chicago! Not sure what
position you might have? Contact our WTC team
today at Comalley@cfice.org or 312-995-3302.

Volunteer
The Center regularly needs volunteers to help with
painting, weeding, envelope stuffing and more! Get
involved by emailing Courtney at cthauer@cfice.org.

Spread the word!
The Center grows through word-of-mouth! Your
support connects families and job seekers to life-
changing therapy and employment programs. Please
keep spreading the word to those who could benefit!

Learn more at CFImove.org!

Ways to get involved
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Thank you to our 2024 Donors!
Donations over $50,000
Coleman Foundation, Inc.
Nives and Joe Rizza
Ronald L. McDaniel Foundation
Mental Health Commission of
  Lyons Township
Healthy Communities Foundation
Dennis Ernst

Donations over $25,000
Community Memorial Foundation
United Way of Metro Chicago
Edmond & Alice Opler Foundation
Naffah Family Charitable Foundation
Parell Family Donor Fund
The Anna May Babe Ahern Foundation

Donations over $10,000
Southside Scramble
Patricia Smurawski 
Rick and Heather Smurawski
American Rental Association Foundation
Courtney and Matt Coleman
Hinsdale Junior Woman’s Club
Diane and Tom Campion
Aileen S. Andrew Foundation
JKC Rinks LLC
Mrs. Harry Langer
Oberweiler Foundation
T. Van Fox - MHT Management LLC
The Loyola Foundation
William and Sandy Perkins
William Szymczak

Donations over $5,000
Margo Moreland Charitable
Foundation
The Schubel Family Charitable Fund
Ismail Taher
John Morgan Thomas
Benevity
Anonymous
First Congregational Church of
  Western Springs
Katy & Dan Cecchi

Donations over $5,000
Michael & Marianne Doan
Joe Hamilton
Bruce and Diane Heinzen
Diane Moser
Margaret Wenzloff Foundation
Michael Pizzuto
Owens Foundation
Steve and Christy King Family Fdn

Donations over $2,500
Brooke & Mike Matteucci
Neal and Jess Loftus
Chuck & Patti Herbst
Google
Christopher and Brianna Neylon
SimplyFLY, LLC - Dave and Kathy Spano
Lynn Priddy
George and Paula Renaldi
Tracy Blackburn
Matrix Accounting Inc
Joe Jafari
Progress Rail, A Caterpillar Company
David and Anne-Marie LaSota
Michael and Lauren Kelly
The Siracusano Family

Donations over $1,000
Todd & Angela Cecchi
Adam and Patricia Doe
Lisa & Jeffrey Rowen
Rita Rosenberger
Steve Ott
Jack & Joanne Callahan
Deirdre and Peter Lies
Timothy McAllister
Bridget Fallon and Timothy Schmitt
Dr. Spirakes
Ela Township Disbursement Fund
ETS National Inc, c/o Charles Eck
Glenn Lewis
Mary Ann Mahoney
Patricia and David Schulte Fdn, Inc.
The Bischoff Donor Advised Fund
Lauren and Dan Pazda

Donations over $1,000
St. John of the Cross
    Catholic Women’s Club
Joyce Marine
Kathleen and Jared Marcell
Stuart Kuntzelman
Ellen & Cliff Grant
Marty & Roberta O’Shea
Robert & Denise Scott
Chilmark Partners, L.L.C.
Marne Deithorn
Andrea Benca & Edward Musselman
Holden and Tierney Orler
David Strand
Tim and Michelle Reynolds
Carpenters Local 54
George & Lois Rueckemann
Mary O’Dea Allen
Our Mother of Good Counsel
Knights of Columbus Council 15022
Permobil Foundation
Richard & Lea Krouse
Mary and Norbert Wojcik
Alex Dimond
Sheri Hunt
Patrick LeClerc
Tim White
Barclay and Brett Marcell
Carl & Tracy Olson
Robert Kalnicky
Anne & Kevin McSweeney
Paul Behrman
Saul Boscan
Shirley & Trevor Sains
Mark & Lori Harris
Elaine & Kevin Burke
Dr Jay & Becky Rosenberger
Antoinette Martinez
Lincoln Mortgage and Funding
  Corporation
Robert & Francesca Truska
Alex Nuttall
David & Tina Rounds
Craig Dickman
Ann McCormick & Sean Heath

We are so incredibly grateful for all our amazing supporters. 



Daniel & Marilyn Montgomery
Warren Wenzloff
James Zinkus and Joey Penachio
Wendy Gable
Dave and Josephine Boggs
Cary Templin
Chintan Sampat
Dennis Lynch
Eugene & Kathryn Callahan
Farooq Khan
John & Jacqueline Bathery
Keith Wengronowitz
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Lauren Doig
Michael Rooney
Molly Kelley
Preferred Capital
Stephen Weaver
Kevin Brennan
Adam & Theresa Staron
Anonymous
Brandon Scott
Daniel and Claudia Koelper
David & Allison Roberge
Eugene and Kathleen Callahan
George Renaldi Jr.
Jennifer Brown Morris
Jerome & Kellie Chamberlain
Jim Buchholz
John Z Janas & Associates LTD
Joyce Schneiderbauer
Linea & William Pullia
Mardel Graffy
Michael Coleman Family Foundation
Norbert Wojcik Jr.
Palmer Family Foundation
Peter Roy
Ralph Bunte
Richard G. and Annette R. Day
Robert Matteucci
Stephanie Curulewski
The Cameron Chana
Sumthin Serious Fund
Vince Buccola
Wellington Management
William Cahill

Donations over $500
Jaime Dyskie
Bishop James E Fitzgerald
Council #14649
Bonnie Hennessey

Lisa Pattara McGrane
Anne McDermott
Carolyn Young
Frank & Eileen Dalcanton
Desta Wenzloff
Kathleen O’Connell
Christopher Ramsey
Jason Levin
Knights of Columbus
Wheaton Council 2601
Ronald Doyle
Jay Mclaughlin
Julia Bravo Bolec and Richard Bolec
Clayton & Megan Kalweit
Jaime Johnson
Robert & Marcia Moglia
John & Julie Loftus
Stacey Farmer
Amy Fahey
Athena and Joe Gomez
Kevin Balas
Emma Reynolds
Vintage Charm
Caroleann Gallagher
Elizabeth Crowe-Joong
Barbara Gulick
Georgia Andrews
Mary Ann DeMarco
Midwest Sporting Goods Co
Rosemarie Kuhn
Brian and Francie Paul
Kathryn Herbst
Bill Sujak
David Thomas
Kurt & Marcia Doolin
Sandra & Robert Thauer
Carol Johanns
Brendan Coleman
Glen Ofenloch
Jason Ghodasra
Jeanne & Brett Padgett
John and Rose Coleman
Matthew Mouis
Molly, Lila, Nora and David Singler
Ryan Smith
The Kalinowski Family
Pat and Hill Roy
Jazmin Lopez
Azzrah Thobani
Allison Wagner
Amy Allman
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Donations over $500
Anita & Jose Barraza
Anonymous
Daniel Burke
David Pinderski
Debra Kleban
Dennis Kenny
Diane Pojedynski
Dobie Edmunds
Dorothy Homeyer
Freedom Baptist Church of the
Greater Chicago Area, Inc.
Mike Maloney
Irena and Ruslan Vaitkevicius
Jackie and Erik Anderson
Jenny & Matthew Bain
Jessica Warmbir
Jim and Catherine Kardelis
John & Christy Krawisz
Kath Carter
Kathryn Svoboda
Khuloud Abdeljaber
Kris & Theresa Bochat
John Krivicich and Ilona Berry
Liz Campbell
Margaret King
Mark and Dina Manka
Mary Kay & Robert Nickels
Matthew Schwerin
Mike & Kelly Smith
Mrs. Rachel Herbst
Nancy Harvey
Patricia Madsen
Baird and Warner Inc.
Paul & Brenda Balas
Peter & Stephanie Rossi
Rozlyn Gray
Russell and Deborah Johnson
Scannell & Associates
Scribner and Kimberly Ochsenschlager
Service Plus, Inc. - John Meyer
Susan Jones
The Fund for Conductive Education
Zoard Buvary

Donations over $250
Jan Rodriguez
Lawrence & Anita Pusateri
Maura Keller
Michael and Angeline Massaro
Marianne & Steve Polonowski
Mike and Rebecca Bloem
Anthony and Helen Przeklasa
Julie Swinehart

Kevin and Barbara Boyle
Maria Martin
Robert & Joyce Sherwood
Jim and Courtney Bouley
Raymond & Denise Langosch
Paypal Giving Fund
Jim Nardone Jr
Ben & Jessica Sickler
Kim and Tom Santoro
Bernadette McNamara
Denise and Leonidas Skiadopoulos
Samantha and Alex Munoz
Beth Olson
Cherie O’Brien and Ron Stein
Constance and Anthony Fus
James & Rosemary Scott
John & Diane Mulkerin
Kathy Kelley & Mike Phillips
Ricky & Mary Kay Plomin
Sheet Metal Workers Union 73
Thomas Bondi and Antoinette Burica
Thomas Erbe
Thomas Rogers
Heidi Splinter
David Geiselhart
Kathryn & James Zwiefelhofer
Teresa Hannan
Charlotte & Kevin Maloney
Mark & Deann Kuchler
Colleen Mhley
Colleen Musselman
Stacey Marguerite
Donita Lewis
James & Jennifer Beese
Lisa Couwenhoven
Lynn Kalweit
Mark and Patricia Gross
Monarch Magic
Patricia Buenrostro
Gina Schergen
Philip Kranz
Clay and Kathy Sander
Richard & Rachel Heeren
Kay Nied
Laura and Sean Bryant
Caitlin and Bryan Tabor
Lauren Lee
Paula & John Hunsche
Richard & Patricia Smurawski
Tim and Pat Coleman
Beth Rosales
Lawrence & Brenda Eldred
Michelle and Chris Sikorski

Peter & Christine Sullivan
Clayton Herbst and Dana Badra
Alfredo Capitanini
Anne Ullrich
Carolyn Kubisz
Dana Cornelius
Dartera Reynolds
David & Nicole Kassab
David Winston
Diamond Insurance Agency
Donna & Kevin Dahill
Dr. Richard & Jacqueline Kattouf
Fernando & Isela Marquez
Frances & Mary Karen Sullivan
Francis & Therese O’Brien
George & Dorothy Homeyer
Irene and Darrel Doran
Jim and Geraldine Gancayco
Joseph Cannova
Karen Orth
Kevin R Happ
Kristy Bohl
Laborers’ Home Development
Laszlo & Erika Takacs
Mark & Ashley Bowman
Marty & Anne Hanley
Mayra Cuzco
Melodee & James Bowers
Michael & Suzanne Maicke
Mike and Regina Conti
Nancy Schimmel
Nick Tsambarlis
O & P Innovations
Richard Kresse
Shane Ratliff
Steve Leibforth
Terrence and Ann Wirtz
Thomas & Lizandra Soto
Thomas J Moran
Thomas Reisel and Mary Delaney
Craig Pandya
Tracy Lewis
Zetting and Associates, LLC
Ecolab
Erwin Castro
Sarah Wirtz
Anne Scheier
Mike Loye
Nancy Callahan
Sidney and Judith Frankel
Amy Medows
Anita Keresztury & Alex Takacs
Roseann Coghill

Follow us on social media @cntr_4_independence!
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Dan and Elizabeth Trebes
Andrea and Daniel Crowe
Ann & Brian Potter
Brian Burgess
Chris Hite
Colleen Koerner
Donald Morris
DuPage Spine Ortho
c/o Kevin Koutsky
Edmundo Gonzalez
James B Edgar
Kathleen Hurley
Maggie and Mike Conroy
Michael Watland
Nanette and Rob Reynolds
Patrick Carr
Randi Schullo
Samuel Park
Subash Sitaraman
Suzanne Mraz
Taylor Matichak
Tim and Pam Kenny
Tom and Mikey Coleman
W. Jason Gatzulis
Meghan Burke
Lynn and Robert Bullington
Karen Lussier
Marni and Mehrdad Tahvilian
Patricia and Anne Griffin
Amy Wilkinson
Arthur J Foundation

Carlos Salazar
Carrie Maloney
Catie Lee Brennan
Craig Smith
Cynthia Sevier
Dan King
Diane Mestan
Forest Park National Bank and Trust
Gail & Thomas Thauer
Hillary Roy
James & Liana Wnek
Jim & Margaret Herrmann
Joe Svachula
Julie and Luke Janik
Karen Curin
Kathy Pound
Liliana Garcia
Maria Avina
Mark Marotto
Matt Bailey
Melissa and Tommy OShea
Michael & Amy Visser
Michael Msall
Nancy and Stephen Sorich
Paddy and Kelly Carr
Patrick Reardon
Rebecca M Sand
Robert B Scott
Trent & Jessica Miller
Victor Zack

Helping children 
and adults with

disabilities grow. 

Center for 
Independence

(708) 588-0833
www.CFImove.org



Thank youThank you  
Your generous support of
Center for Independence helps so
many children and young adults
with disabilities reach their 
highest level of independence!

Center for Independence
100 W. Plainfield Rd, Ste. 100
Countryside, IL 60525

(708) 588-0833
www.CFImove.org
www.WorkingTogetherChicago.org
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