
Note from the Director

(708) 588-0833 ~ www.CFImove.org

“Like” the Center 
on Social Media!

During 2023, the Center’s word of the year was “Hope.” 
We celebrated 25 years of hard work, success, and 
achievements for generations of children and adults 
with disabilities! 

Your support has been transformative. This year, we 
served over 400 people with disabilities providing 
therapy and job services through Working Together 
Chicago. The Center also served over 400 parents and 
siblings through support programs. Every step forward 
has been made possible by your generosity.

We believe in transparency, and our detailed financial 
breakdown in the Annual Report reflects our 
commitment to accountability. Your trust empowers us 
to ensure that every donation is used wisely and 
efficiently, directly benefiting the children we serve.
I want to express my deepest gratitude for your 
unwavering belief in our mission. 

Your contributions go beyond monetary value; they 
represent hope, compassion, and a shared commitment 
to making the world a better place for children and 
young adults with disabilities. Thank you for being an 
integral part of our journey.

As we prepare for another 25 years of success, we are 
excited about the possibilities that lie ahead. With your 
continued support, we aim to reach even more children, 
introduce innovative programs, and create a nurturing 
environment where every person can thrive.

Thank you for being a beacon of light in the lives of 
these incredible people. Together, we are making a 
lasting impact on the lives of so many

Patti Herbst / Executive Director

Annual Report  March 2024
The mission of the Center for Independence is to help children and young adults with disabilities  

achieve their highest level of independence in the home, school, community and workforce.  
We provide therapy programs that develop life skills and motor function in a manner that promotes 

self-reliance and an “I Can!” attitude. Committed to breaking down barriers to employment, the Center 
also provides job linkage and placement for young adults with varying disabilities  

through our innovative program, Working Together Chicago.

Site Locations:  The Center is proud to offer programs at the following locations:
Countryside  
(Main Site) 
100 W. Plainfield Rd, Ste. 100   
Countryside, IL 60525

Brighton Park - Chicago  
2701 W. 36th Place 
Chicago, IL 60632

Northwest    
The Hope Collective 
23153 W Miller Rd., 
Lake Zurich, IL 60047

EIN: 36-4259162
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Financial Report for year ending December 31, 2023

88% of every dollar 
raised was spent on 

therapy and job 
programs that serve 

children and 
young adults with 

disabilities!

$1,221,908 
(20,365 hours) of 

Charitable Care, 
allowing every 

child to 
participate 

regardless of 
income or
insurance 

limitations!
THANK YOU!

For a copy of the Center’s Audited Financial Statements, please contact pherbst@cfice.org.

Net Assets as of December 31, 2023: $1,991,799

The Center received a 
$275,000 State of  

Illinois Capital Grant 
to completely renovate 

our Countryside  
location. We are now 

ready for the next  
25 years!
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Program Impact
892 people served in 2023! 

213 children and young adults in therapy, 198 young 
adults with varying disabilities in job development 
and 481 parents and siblings in support programs

100% of Center families reported their 
child is more confident and self-motivated

98% of children and young adults have 
improved in daily life skills, strength and 

independence, according to  
therapeutic standardized testing.

23 New paid jobs created for adults with 

disabilities; 66 people with disabilities 

actively employed, earning > minimum wage! 

5,200 hours of Charitable Job Placement Services

400 hours of free Social Work, 
20,365 hours of charitable therapy care,  

6 Free Parent Training Workshops



What is Conductive Education?
Conductive Education is an intensive 
method of teaching people with 
motor disabilities to be more 
functionally independent. It is 
founded on the premise of neural 
plasticity; with intensive focused 
practice, the brain is capable of 
creating new pathways despite 
significant damage.

Children with motor disabilities 
develop and learn in the same way 
as typically developing children do. 
However, what most children learn 
through assimilation, the child with 
a motor disorder must be taught 
as a skill, whether it be walking, 
toileting, or dressing. 

Our talented staff of Conductive 
Education Teachers, Physical 
and Occupational Therapists 
work together to provide a 
comprehensive program to promote 
confidence and motivation in every 
child, so that life skills are achieved 
to the best of their ability. The peer 
setting encourages children to take 
responsibility for their learning with 
an “I Can!” attitude. 

Improving self-determination 
and self-reliance in children 

with disabilities is the greatest 
influence in success at school, 

college, and ultimately, 
employment!
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CE Testimonials from Center Families and Participants:

Intensive Therapy 
No limit to learning - reach your potential!

There are no words to express how fortunate and grateful my 
children have been to be part of Center for Independence Program. 
The genuine care, dedication, and facilitation the staff provide to 
make sure their clients gain independence with life long skills are 
exceptional! Parents are welcome too, and provided with much 
needed guidance and resources to support our families with our 
unique situations! We thank you CFI!!
-Anita B, Brighton Park Parent

We started in February of 2023 and CFI had made such an amazing 
impact on our CP warrior. Having therapy with peers has been so 
motivating for him and the staff is absolutely wonderful!
-Jessica B, Countryside Parent

My son has been going to the Center for almost 10 years. We as 
a whole family couldn’t be more grateful to everyone involved in 
this amazing program! Through hours of hard work, patience and 
perseverance, he is achieving many goals in everyday life  
and beyond!
-Lisa R, Countryside Parent

The Center helps me with walking, standing, stretching and 
walking on the Treadmill. The Center also helps me to be more 
independent at home, using my skills everywhere I go! I learn new 
skills here, like cooking, art, and going out to the community. I like 
to practice money management, ordering and getting around in the 
community. I have many friends at the Center and I like to talk to 
them! Great place to be!
-Matthew P, Center Participant

All smiles at the Center when we’re 
working hard, standing tall and  

walking with our walkers!
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Thank you for giving 
young adults with  

disabilities the  
purpose and pride of  

a paycheck!

Meet Working Together Chicago participant Nora Dresden, a 
resilient 23-year-old with cerebral palsy. Nora just landed a 
position as an office assistant at a sustainable energy company, 
Acciona Energy North America, in downtown Chicago. With the 
support and guidance of the Center’s innovative job program, 
Working Together Chicago, Nora shines. She is the perfect example 
of “Hope.”

Nora states, “The Center is where I gained the independence I 
needed, and where I learned I could advocate for myself. I found a 
job that is understanding and accommodates my needs. I feel 
comfortable and can see myself working here for a long time.” 

Nora’s roots to the Center run deep. When she was 9 years old, 
Nora participated in specialized, intensive therapy at the Center for 
Independence to gain the skills she needed to live independently. 
Her connection with the Center goes beyond intensive therapy – it’s 
a second family that has provided the community of support and 
services that she needed to thrive. Nora shares, “Before my 
experience with the Center, I didn’t have any exposure to other 
people with CP. This is my second family.”   

Nora shows what is possible for people with disabilities who have 
access to intensive therapy and employment services. Thank you for 
giving Nora that opportunity!

THANK YOU!

Dr. Marni Tahvilian and  
Dr. Valerie Kattouf for hosting 

Parent’s Day Out on December 2nd. 
Center families had a  
much-needed day off!

Nives and Joe Rizza for sponsoring 
the Annual Santa Breakfast on 

December 10th for all Center 
families! Everyone enjoyed 

presents and breakfast!



Thank You to Our 2023 Donors!
Donations $100,000+ 
Coleman Foundation, Inc.
Nives and Joe Rizza

Donations $50,000+
Lyons Township Mental Health  
     Commission
Dennis Ernst
Healthy Communities Foundation
Ronald L. McDaniel Foundation
The Chicago Community Trust -  
     James S. Merrill Fund

Donations $25,000+
Northern Trust Fund, a Fund of the
     Robert R. McCormick Foundation
Patricia and Richard Smurawski 
The Anna May Babe Ahern Fdn
Rick and Heather Smurawski
Margo Moreland Charitable Fdn
Community Memorial Foundation
United Way of Metro Chicago

Donations $10,000+
Edmond  &  Alice Opler Foundation
Special Kids Foundation
Mrs. Harry Langer
Anonymous
Aileen S. Andrew Foundation
JKC Rinks LLC
Margaret Wenzloff Foundation
Mike Niehaus
Oberweiler Foundation
T. Van Fox, President
     MHT Management LLC
William and Sandy Perkins

Donations $5,000+
The Schubel Family Charitable Fund
Courtney and Matt Coleman
John Morgan Thomas
Katy  &  Dan Cecchi
Anonymous
Chuck  &  Patti Herbst
First Congregational Church of 
     Western Springs
Diane Moser
Michael Pizzuto
Law Offices of 
     Parente and Norem, PC
Mary McKay
Preservation Partners 
     Management Group, Inc.

Donations $1,000+
Vista Equity Partners

Elaine  &  Kevin Burke
Benevity
Lisa  &  Jeffrey Rowen
Enterprise Holdings Fdn 
Zachry Industrial, Inc.
John  &  Jacqueline Bathery
Mike  &  Kelly Smith
Michael  &  Marianne Doan
Diane and Tom Campion
Queen of Peace Council 3954
Steve Ott
Ben  &  Jessica Sickler
Todd  &  Angela Cecchi
SimplyFLY, LLC - 
     Dave and Kathy Spano
Clayton  &  Megan Kalweit
Mark  &  Ashley Bowman
Jerome  &  Kellie Chamberlain
Michael Coleman Family Foundation
Caring Women’s Connection
George Engel
The Siracusano Family
Timothy McAllister
Robert  &  Denise Scott
Ismail Taher
Eugene & Kathryn Callahan
Bruce and Diane Heinzen
Cary Templin
Dr. O’Rourke and Dr. Spirakes
Joe Jafari
Stephen and Mary Roy
Barrington Junior Women’s Club, Inc.
Ebben Family Foundation 
Ela Township Fund
Glenn Lewis
Kathleen and Jared Marcell
Mary Ann Mahoney
Stacey Marguerite
Anonymous
St. John of the Cross 
     Catholic Women’s Club
Tracy Lewis
Stuart Kuntzelman
Dennis Melas
Sheri Hunt
Steven and Sharifa Hennessey
Tim and Michelle  Reynolds
Ellen  &  Cliff Grant
Christopher Przybylski
Michelle and Chris Sikorski
Chilmark Partners, L.L.C.
George & Lois Rueckemann
Jim Whittington
McFadden  &  Dillon, P.C.
Takeda Pharmaceuticals 
     Employee Giving

Nicole and Robert Boik
Barclay and Brett Marcell
Lynn Priddy
Richard  &  Patricia Smurawski
Jim and Courtney Bouley
Stephen Weaver
Alexander and Lisa Kowalenko
David Cox
Tim White
Christopher and Brianna Neylon
George & Dorothy Homeyer
Illinois State Council K of C Charities
Robb Bollhoffer
Sunburst Corvette Club
Jennifer Callahan Cook
Anita Keresztury  &  Alex Takacs
Patricia Moser
Robert  &  Francesca Truska
Community Bank of Western Springs
Bryan  &  Stephanie Chamberlain
James Zinkus and Joey Penachio
Jennifer Brown Morris
Sean Collins
Brad and Samantha Greene
Patrick Hinsberger
Alejandra Prieto
Jerome and Lee Anne Piszczor
Caroleann Gallagher
Dennis Lynch
Gloria Virgo
Lauren Doig
Molly Kelley
Peter Roy
William Cahill
Adam & Theresa Staron
Alex Dimond
Alexander Pilnik
Alistair Parry
Andy & Ruth Massmann
Antoinette Martinez
Charles and Linda Cardella
Christopher Cogbill
Clayton Herbst and Dana Badra
David  &  Allison Roberge
Don Miller and Sue Miner
DuPage Spine Ortho 
George Renaldi Jr.
Griff M Ehrenstrom
James P. Costello
John G. Lombard and Janet Lombard
     Charitable Fund
John Z Janas & Associates LTD
Joyce Schneiderbauer
Kevin Brennan
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Lori  &  Rob Chana
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Mark  &  Mary Humenik
Michael Kelly
Palmer Family Foundation
Peter  &  Stephanie Rossi
Preferred Capital c/o Brian Garelli
Richard and Elizabeth Breseman

Donations $500+
Brianne and James Chamberlain
Karen  &  Peter Strickland
Aneta Leja-Lojek
Patrick and Jamie Cornet
Eric and Ame Schaefges
Bonnie Hennessey
Community Bank of Brighton Park 
Frank  &  Eileen Dalcanton
Raymond  &  Denise Langosch
Robert and Gail Cozzi
Ted Cohen
Diane and Joe Svachula
Freedom Baptist Church of the 
     Greater Chicago Area, Inc.
Irena and Ruslan Vaitkevicius
Jim and Catherine Kardelis
Richard  &  Lea Krouse
Joe Mensik
Clay and Kathy Sander
Dylan Barnard
Petar & Sonja Lazarevic
Richard Smurawski
Kim and Tom Santoro
Mardel Graffy
Jim and Maggie Corson
Jill Hagan
Matthew Marsh
David Thomas
Kathryn  &  James Zwiefelhofer
Shirley  &  Trevor Sains
Anne  &  Kevin McSweeney
Jessica Warmbir
David & Lisa Kalasa
Jennifer  &  John Okrzesik
Ricky  &  Mary Kay Plomin
Rita Rosenberger
Robert  &  Marcia Moglia
Shane Ratliff
Terry & Leslie Walter

Robert Kalnicky

Knights of Columbus 
     Wheaton Council 2601
Bishop James E Fitzgerald Council 
     #14649 - John Zitnik
Donita Lewis
Colleen Koerner
Allison Wagner
Terrence K Booth Jr
George Sommer
Patrick Vonesh
Dan and Elizabeth Trebes
Katharine and Pat Scahill
Carol Folisi
Mary Ann DeMarco
Patrick LeClerc
Veronica Peterson
Dave and Josephine Boggs
Gina Schergen
Steve Brown
Samantha Bondi and Alex Munoz
Mary Renaldi
N Scott Dienes
Melissa OShea
Kevin R Happ
The Hope Collective
Kathy Kelley  &  Mike Phillips
Sandra  &  Robert Thauer
Spennare Americas
Tom and Mary Rogers
Vintage Charm c/o Nancy Alodi
Navid  &  Allison Varjvandi
Terrence and Ann Wirtz
Mike Jacobs
Andrew Larsen
Arthur Murphy
Ben Applegate
Cole, Renata and Oli Munvez
Edmundo Gonzalez
Jim Buchholz
John and Rose Coleman
Josie and Mark Singler
Laborers’ Home Development
Molly, Lila, Nora and David Singler
Nanette and Rob Reynolds
Nick Tsambarlis
Patricia Carrera
Paul E Wenzloff
Rachel Sandusky
Robert Troyer
Roger  &  Lisa McDougal
Shane and Linda Ramsey
W. Jason Gatzulis
Wendy Gable
William Reilly
Daniel  &  Kathryn Foley
George Renaldi III
Christopher Sommers
Terrence & Emily Callahan

George and Paula Renaldi
Alhan Daoud
Ann McCormick  &  Sean Heath
Bridget Fallon and Timothy Schmitt
Catherine Galloway
Christopher & Julie Lawler
Desta Wenzloff
Dobie Edmunds
Edgar Alvarez
Evelyn  &  Jerry Bowman
Janet and James  Koger
Jason Lindahl
Joanne Flanagan
John  &  Christy Krawisz, Graphic Pallet
John and Nancy Sexton
John Krivicich &  Ilona Berry
Joseph Cannova
Joyce Marine and Rick Matteucci
Judith Gillispie
Katharyn Langenfeld
Kathryn Svoboda
Kevin and Barbara Boyle
Kristopher and Katharine Trindl
Lana Hasan
Laszlo  &  Erika Takacs
Linea  &  William Pullia
Mark and Dina Manka
Mary Jo George
Mary Kay & Robert Nickels
Michael  &  Kristen Devine
Mike and Rebecca Bloem
Paul  &  Brenda Balas
Permobil Foundation
Regina Coeli Foundation Inc.
Robert  &  Joyce Sherwood
Ronald Doyle
Rosa Berardi
Russ and Debbie Johnson
Saputo Cheese, USA Inc.
Taylor Valentine
The Terraces at Skyline 
Thomas Scannell
Tim and Pam Kenny
Wisam Daoud

Other Generous Donations
Linda Rongey
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Ben  &  Liz Campbell
Jenny  &  Matthew Bain
Dario and Carmen Giraldo
Trent  &  Jessica Miller
Adam and Patricia Doe
Integral Therapy Inc
James Lambe
John and Lee Ellen Wilson
Peter Higgins
Rosemarie Kuhn
Colleen Musselman
Marni and Mehrdad Tahvilian
Jack and Jan Schneider
Anne McDermott
Mike and Regina Conti
Kevin Coleman
William  &  Deidre Weiler
Bill Sujak
Jim and Kristin Spotts
Andrea Benca  &  Edward Musselman
Anita  &  Jose Barraza
Beth Olson
Chris & Colleen Sullivan
EQT Foundation
Irene Trindl
Jack  &  Joanne Callahan
Lance Strait
Maria Martin
Robin Chimniak
Taleb Awad
Thomas  &  Lizandra Soto
Thomas Bondi and Antoinette Burica
Wright Services Corp - Keith Wright
Tina Landis
Laura Beard
Annette  Richards
John Churchill
Judith and Dean Reidy
Sinead Forde
Thomas Gleason
Kathy Pound
Adrienne  &  Brett Chamberlain
James and Janine Carozza
Sarah and Lew Babinski
Michael & Marianne Sutcliffe
Charles  &  Ruthann Vihon
Gary Forcier
Jack Malone and Marge Hair
James  &  Roberta Merrion
John & Julie Loftus
Mike Loye
SGH Vending
Gabriella Molnar  &  Csaba Korsos
Jan Firmiss
Mark and Alma Conti
Carol Johanns
Mark & Esther Nichol
Emma Reynolds
Caitlin and Bryan Tabor
Sarina Renaldi
Bill Spaulding

Chris Widell
Dan and Bridget Coleman
David Coleman
Dennis and Heather Larson
Jim and Geraldine Gancayco
Katrina and Jeremy Placzek
Kevin Murphy
Merck Foundation
Michael and Angeline Massaro
Natalie Basgall
Nitza and Patrick Flanagan
Tom and Mikey Coleman
Patricia Varco-White
Beth Rosales
Kathryn Savage
Maura Carr
Monica Cotter
Alfredo Capitanini
Anthony Rossini
Brooke  &  Mike Matteucci
Carolyn Kubisz
Carrie Maloney
Chip Trindl
Dana Cornelius
Dartera Reynolds
David Winston
Donna & Kevin Dahill
Ed  &  Jody Devoid
Francis  &  Julie Burns
Francis  &  Therese O’Brien
Frank Liquori
Georgia Andrews
Heather Watson
James  &  Rosemary Scott
James & Dorothy Herbst
Jessica Mroz
Jo Bondi
Joan  &  Richard McGlone
John  &  Diane Mulkerin
John and Melissa Touvannas
Jovo and Radmila Lazarevic
Karen Callahan
Karen Duhig
Karen Lussier
Kristen Cwik
Kristy Bohl
Kurt  &  Marcia Doolin
Larry and Judith Kanke
Lincoln Mortgage and Funding Corp
Lisa Couwenhoven
Lorenzo and Karen Muoio
Louis Thomas and Andrea Davis
Marty  &  Anne Hanley
Mary Keen Kirchoff and 
     Charles Kirchoff
Michael  &  Dawn Beckerman
Michael & Suzanne Maicke
Midwest Sporting Goods Co
Mrs. Rachel Herbst
Nancy Callahan
Natalia  Soto

Ralph and Karen Raulli
Richard  &  Mary Binder
Robert  &  Marilyn Katrein
Udo Drafz
William & Elizabeth Skalitzky
Will’s Northwoods Inn, Inc.
Eugene and Kathleen Callahan
Diane Mestan
Michele  &  Edward Monaco
Michael & Amy Visser
United Way for Southeastern Michigan
Jim Nardone Jr
Bradley Britzmann
Debra Kleban
Diane and Rich Morris
Elyse Hoffenberg
Grecor Whitehead
Hillary Roy
James B Edgar
Jeanne Sommer
Kimberly Lawson
Kyle Nielsen
Michael Watland
Milana Radovic
Patrick Noonan
Patrick Reardon
Ryan Lawler
Sean Connolly
Tracy DeCarlo
Warner Nelson
Joseph Polakoff
Meghan Burke
Victoria Bischoff
Sharyl Dawes
Catie Lee Brennan
Amy Medows
Anne Scheier
Blue Jay Paint and Blinds 
Brian Klebosky
Brian Peterson
Bridget and Brendan Curran
Carlynn Nelson
Carpenters Union, Local No. 13 
     c/o Edmund Sexton
Dan King
Diana Berumen
Forest Park National Bank and Trust
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Frances  &  Mary Karen Sullivan
Gail  &  Thomas Thauer
Jason Lockowitz
Karen Peterik
Kathleen O’Connell
Kathryn Sheridan
Ladan and Ali Nili
Lavern Hardaway
Law Offices of Mark A Bazzanella
Lawrence  &  Anita Pusateri
Linda  &  Carl Hussey
Marianne  &  Steve Polonowski
Mark  &  Deann Kuchler
Mark Marotto
Matt Bailey
Mike  &  Carrie King
Neal Loftus
Perform Physical Therapy, Inc.
Richard Sciortino
Robert  Fein
Robert B Scott
Scannell & Associates
Sidney and Judith Frankel
Steven and Cindy Oster
Susan Farrell
Thomas J Moran
Thomas Leiding
Virtual Acct AP
Scott Wisniewski
Alyssa Lencioni
Kevin Balas
Ecolab
Charles Landis
Deanne & Matthew Callahan
Kevin Callahan
Mary Jo Day
Nicholas Lotz
Richard Kresse
Hanan and Musa Taher
Mary Kay O’Loughlin
Bernadette McNamara
Ann  &  Brian Potter
Cathleen and Dave Loch
Christine Miller
Dan and Peggy Basgall
Gert  &  Lynn Kalweit
Kathleen Hurley

Michael Jacobs
Nancee Biank
Patrick Carr
Renaldo Vega
Gabor and Szilvia Mark
Lisa Pattara McGrane
Marty  &  Roberta O’Shea
Amazon Smile
Adam Sukhia
Amy Novicki
Angham Soltis
Ani Hunt
Bob and Tina Shea
Bogumila and Julian Szwab
Brian Scott
Bridget Maloney & Louis Beuschlein
Carl  &  Tracy Olson
Carol Hoffman
Carolyn Moran
Catlin Barnes
Christopher  &  Amanda Rosenthal
Colleen Flannery
Cricket Theatre Co
Dana Davenport
Daniel  &  Jennifer Fliegel
Daniel  &  Marilyn Montgomery
Daniel and Claudia Koelper
Debbie Murdock
Deborah  &  Douglas Wicklander
Denise Resnick
Dennis Kenny
Diane and Jim Minton
Diane Belice
Diane Hettasch
Diane Pojedynski
Donald Wiener
Douglas  &  Susan Schultz
Dr. Bill O’Rourke
Dr. Richard  &  Jacqueline Kattouf
Ellen  &  Rick Aardsma
Fernando  &  Isela Marquez
Frances  &  Paul Trainor
Guy  &  Stephanie Lacalamita
Heidi Splinter
Irene and Darrel Doran
Jalil Atiyeh
Jim and Nancy Lewis
Joe Hamilton
John  &  Christy Krawisz
Kalweit Construction Co
Karen Hudy
Karla Valenti
Kathleen  &  Kenneth Bunte
Kathleen Schafer
Kathryn Herbst
Kelly O’Malley
Kevin and Margaret Lorenz
Kris & Theresa Bochat
Lauren and Dan Pazda
Lisa Heigl
Lisa McTigue

Lynn Kizewski
Lynne  &  Larry Miller
Margaret Branecki
Melon Ink Screen Print 
Monika  &  Blaine Robinson
Paul Januska
Richard  &  Sally Sendra
Robert  &  Jaclyn Tropp
Rozlyn and Frances Gray
Sam Abueid
Sara Sheikah
Scott Hovance and Lis Ketema
Sheet Metal Workers Union 73
Stanislaw Leja
Steve Leibforth
Steve Watts
Susan Lencioni
Teresa Leon
Thomas & Marilyn Cahill
Thomas J Cahill, PHD PC
Thomas Reisel and Mary Delaney
Tom Sholeen
Troy  &  Pam Smith
Vicki and Dave Munoz
Violeta Gamez
Zayd and Maggie Hussein
Diane Corbett
Christopher Lieggi
Bethany Mily
Jill Tweedie
Theresa West
Jacqueline Hincks
Andrea  &  Mark Barczak
Erwin Castro
William Jene
Patrycjusz and Magdelena Szczerba
Anita Terrazas
Brian Burgess
Briggs King
Cathy Lengeling
Jordan Scandiff
Lisa A Schumacher
Maggie Lynch
Mary Clohisy
Matthew Moulis
Michele Tydus
Minerva Algarin
Nick Colvin
Steve and Marines Hesslau
Suzi Wirtz
Will King
Marianne Cimbalo
Mary Ann and Thomas Curran
Mary Ann Ortiz
Dave and Erin Brodrick
Alanna Kerstein
Balas Structural Steel , Inc.
Cristina Higgins
Donald  & Theresa Yaeger
Elizabeth and Sean Sartell
Erica Toth
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Hannah Colwill
Herbert & Camille Fulton
James & Nancy Tyrrell
James Chengary
Jamie Haugh
Julie  &  Tom Lannon
Kathleen Kujawa and Linda Lewaniak
Loretta M. Leja, MD
Margaret Forde
Mark  &  Lori Harris
Mark McCann
Matthew Requet
Mike Maloney
Nancy and Stephen Sorich
Sally  &  David Willett
Smart Moves Pediatrics P.C.
Tom Owens
Richard & Jayne Kresse
Torrence Freeman
Brian Aardsma
Zoard Buvary
Kate Goldberg
Cheryl L Tomblin
Rita, Jose and Jessica Varela
Cathy Murphy
Carole Bunte
Roger and Marilyn Headley
Michael Cwik
Ron and Jane Carr
Kate  &  Mark Pogorzelski
Scott and Pamela Estes
Shoaib Syed
Aaron Burnett
Aib Syed
Allison Hall
Allison Petrak
Amy Duhig
Andrea Mennella
Angela Wills
Anthony Irvin
Branka Karanovic
Brian and Monica Babinski
Brian Cozzi
Bruce Schiff
Carlos Salazar
Cathleen Morris
Chase Cairo
Cheri DeYoung
Christine Lewis
Christine Olkiewicz
Cordney Howard
Daliborka Pusara
Daniel  &  Laura Kelley
Daniel and Michelle McClellan
Daniel Rozkuszka
Elizabeth  &  Steve Aaronson
Elizabeth Warren-Mikes
Erin and Joe Goldrick
Erin O’Keefe
Florence DiMarco
Fran Hurley

Gerald Emamali
Guy DiTuri
Heather, Chris,  &  Max Hoffer
Heidi Brock
James West
Jeannie Moisan
Jerry Napleton
Jessi Dunlap
Jessica Arnold
Jessica Carter
Jill Odenbeck
Joan and Steve Polo
John and Jean Lawlor
John O’Halloran
John Phillips
Joseph Higgins
Joseph Oswald
Julie Boruff
K. M. Lauderbaugh
Kathleen DaLuga
Kathleen O’Donnell
Kelley Clark
Kelly & Joe Jorgensen
Kenneth and Catherine Rose
Kerry Griffin
Kerry Morris
Kevin Collins
Kevin Nieland
Kristin Neal
Lasandra West
Laura Brown
Linda Heflin
Llora Sullivan
Madden McGraw
Maggie and Mike Conroy
Mare  &  Deanne Sharpless
Mary Coughlin
Matt Sullivan
Matthew Zieba
Maureen and Chris Carr
Megan and Matt Kreh
Megan Fastabend
Meghan  Hess
Meghan Kelly
Michael Geary
Michael Skala
Michelle Marcell
Mike and Katherine Noonan
Milijana Savic
Nancy Donatelli
Natalie and John Balzano
Natalie Bagley
Neil and Trish Rogers
Neill Malone
Paul and Mary Rose Juettner
Paul Krauter
Prashant Nunna
Ralph & Rona Brown
Raquel Thomas
Rebecca M Sand
Reena Paul

Renata Vonesh
Ruta Giedraitis
Sarah Wilson
Sava Dabizljevic
Sheila Pluchar
Simonette Jackson
Solmaz Bauk
Stephen Klyczek
Steve Thomas
Steven LeClere
Sue Wiemer
Suzy Weber
Svitlana Sekkat
Tanja Babich
Teresa Hannan
The Alavanja Family
Thomas O’Connor
Thomas Thorne-Thomsen
Tom and Vicki Madden
Vicki Tlapa  &  John Oboikovitz
Wayne  &  Carol Watland
William Sloyan
Zibi Bednarz
Donald Ginocchio
John McKenna
Katherine Guerrero
Pamela M. Conlon
Pat and Jane Fallon
Steve Arvis
Jennifer Powers
Abe Batshon
Amanda  &  Mark Tomlinson
Amanda Derrico
Amy Nessner
Angela Willis
Ann and Matthew Laboe
Anna & Steven Cecchi
Anne Maddock
Annette R. Day
Armand and Angela Johnson
Art & MaryBeth Borchers
Barbara and Richard Post
Bernard Curti
Beverly Amburgey
Bobby and Abby Thomas
Brian and Cindy McDonnell
Brian and Nancy Paradies
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Casey’s  Market
Charles  &  Michaela Cronkhite
Charles  &  Riley McDermid
Charles  &  Susan Eck
Charles Grant
Charles Lane Press
Chris and Nicole Zwiercan
Christine Blazonczyk
Cindy Herhold
Claire Callahan
Daniel  &  Jeanne McCue
Daniel  &  Laura Mateja
Daniel and Helen Grzybowski
David Bebb Jones  &  Ann Beran Jones
David Brown
Deborah Gaebler - Spira
Debra Leja-Grady
Derek Rutkowski
Diane Lemke
Dr. Bernard  &  Marcia Heilicser
Edward and Cheryl Gawel
Edward and Maureen Miller
Ela Stopka
Elizabeth and Katin Pandya
Elizabeth Comes
Elizabeth M Vitchock
Erika Mendoza
Fabian Hermosillo
Fr Joseph Mulcrone
Francis and Margarita Abbey
Gary  &  Marie Colette Donaldson
Gary and Carolyn Wolf
Gerald  &  Marita Grunert
Gerald Ross
Gerry Ullrich
Gihan Taher
Iryna and Anna Kharysh
Jabra Taher
James  &  Deborah Nardone
James  &  Jennifer Beese
James and Bridget Davis
James and Karen Carozza
James and Katy Dement
James and Miren Crawford
James and Phyllis Casey
Jeffrey and Rebecca Schejbal
Jeffrey Pines and Mary Samerdyke

Jerry  &  Helen Trousdale
Jingle Ariston
John  &  Marilyn Nessner
Jose and Luisa Victorio
Joseph  &  Margaret Anderson
Joseph  &  Margaret Maloney
Joseph and Margaret Anderson
Joyce Boister
Judy Davy
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The Center has never turned a child away due to insurance
 or income limitations! Thank you.

According to the 2023 Parent Satisfaction Survey, 95% of reporting parents expressed 
a reduction in overall stress and improved well-being. This is a significant achievement 
as parents  of children with disabilities are at high risk for post-traumatic stress  
disorder, anxiety and depression. The Center attributes this outstanding outcome due  
to high levels of charitable car and the following free services:

- Workshops on banking, disability rights, government benefits and more
- Social work services for siblings and parents
- Parent support groups
- Young adults with disabilities social groups
- Case Management
- Respite Days
- Food Drives
- Home, School and Doctor visits

Your donations make a difference...THANK YOU!
64% of children attending the Center live in low-income households and face barriers to 
therapy services. But it’s not just  low-income families who face barriers... 
 
High deductible insurance plans and HSA plans continue to shift the cost of therapy and 
healthcare to middle-income families. 

The CDC estimates medical costs for children with Cerebral Palsy are 10 times higher than 
typically-developing children. Middle-income families are struggling to pay for their child’s 
necessary therapeutic services. 

...You break down access barriers so children can grow up healthy!
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Board Chair, Clayton P. Kalweit
Goodwill Industries of SE Wisconsin 
and Metro Chicago, Inc.

Vice-Chair, John M. Thomas
Ricoh USA, Inc.

Secretary, Erick Valdez 
Assistant Vice President 
Brighton Park Wintrust Bank

Board of Directors

Save the Dates

Treasurer, Tracy Lewis
Registered Nurse
University of Chicago Hospital

Matthew J. Coleman
Partner
Parente & Norem

Marni Harris, O. D. 
Pediatric Optometrist
Wheaton Eye Clinic

Our sincere thanks to the Board for donating their time and talents to the Center!

Charles F. Herbst
Partner 
Chamberlain and Herbst, CPA

Roberta O’Shea, DPT, Ph.D.
Retired Professor of PT
Governors State University

Shirley A. Sains
Retired Senior Vice President
Northern Trust Company

The Center meets all 20 Better Business Bureau of 
Chicago Charity standards, is rated Platinum by Guidestar 
Charity Navigator, and received a 2023 “Top Non-Profit” 

Award from Philanthropedia!

  March 3rd - Bowling Social for WTC and CFI  
  participants 18 years old and up
 
  July 12th - Disability Benefits Workshop  
  More information to follow. 

  September 20th - CFI Annual Golf Outing and  
  Fundraiser at Bobak’s Signature Events

  November 14th - Working Together Chicago 
  In-Person Fundraiser - More info coming soon!

Center for Independence is an Illinois nonprofit under section 501 (c) 3 of the  
Internal Revenue Code. EIN: 36-4259162

Accreditation!

In December 2022 the Center was awarded 
Accreditation for quality programming and 
leadership by CQL. Congratulations to our 

terrific Staff and Board!
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Disability Benefits Workshops
This February, the Center hosted another Disability Benefits Workshop for parents and 

participants with disabilities to learn about governmental and other benefits that  
people with disabilities may be entitled to.

The Center hosts educational workshops bi-annually to ensure that all families have the 
awareness and knowledge they need for their loved ones! Check out our website or Facebook 

page for upcoming dates!

Donate
Your donations allow children and young adults with physical disabilities to receive medically 
necessary therapy, regardless of their insurance or income limitations. No family should have to 
choose between buying groceries or paying for their child’s therapy and YOU make that possible. 
Donations are accepted by mail or on our website at www.cfimove.org/donate.

Send a Child to Summer Therapy
The Center offers two intensive 4-week sessions of intensive therapy during the summer. For 
$5000, you can cover the costs for a low- or middle-income child with a physical disability to receive 
this intensive summer therapy! Any donation makes a difference!

Hire a Person with a Disability
Does your employer want to become more diverse and inclusive? Hire a young adult with a 
disability through the Center’s innovative program, Working Together Chicago! Not sure what 
position you might have? Contact our WTC team today to learn more: 312-995-3302.

Volunteer
The Center regularly needs volunteers to help with painting, weeding, envelope stuffing and more! 
Get involved by emailing sbondi@cfice.org.

Share 
The Center is able to grow because of our amazing community of supporters. 
Without word-of-mouth, the Center’s therapy and job development programs would not reach 
the correct ears. Please keep sharing the Center’s good work with any and all who may be able to 
benefit from our programming!

Follow
Be sure to follow the Center’s accounts on social media! 
@Center for Independence on Facebook 		  @Working Together Chicago on Facebook
@cntr_4_independence on Instagram 			   @workingtogetherchicago on Instagram
@Center for Independence on LinkedIn 		  @Working Together Chicago on LinkedIn!

Ways to Support the Center
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Thanks for helping so many amazing children and young 

adults with disabilities achieve their full potential!


